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Climbing some imaginary 
ladder of ever-more-

improving books is not 
the only or even necessarily 
the best route becoming a 
fluent and engaged reader.

Margaret Mackey, 2014





In America 
the aliteracy rate 

has now surpassed 
the illiteracy rates.

Stephen Layne, 2009







Lifelong readers chat with their friends about books.
They get excited about a favourite author.

They find informational books that support their reading.
Successful readers make time to read.

Maddie Witter, 2013



Engaged readers are:

motivated to read
strategic in their approaches to comprehension

able to construct meaning from text

and

SOCIALLY INTERACTIVE WHILE READING!

Ivey and Johnston, 2013



Starting the conversation

















Current text choices in English classrooms limit

engagement

and 21st century dialogue for students, about how we

live and thrive in “the face of increasing globalization,

perspective-altering technologies, and ideological

challenge and change”

Glaus, M (2014) Text Complexity and Young Adult Literature, Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, 

57:5







The 
Goose-Bump 

Effect







Who is your 
book crush?















A 
Feast 

of 
Fictional 

Favourites



In Year 7, our accelerated students are involved in an evening called “A Feast of Fictional 
Favourites” 
where they will dress up as a character from one of the novels they have been reading, In a 
similar vein to the “Night of the Notables” programme, students  prepare a stand that shows 
some of the most important aspects of their “life” as that character, while a roving audience 
moves around the library asking questions and engaging in conversation with all the characters.

In this activity, students choose a character from one of the books they have been reading  -
and they are not allowed to choose a book that has not been made into a movie. They are 
encourgaed to choose a character that they feel they really know and understand, but it does 
not need to be the main character from the novel.

They are then asked to create a display that includes the following:

➢ A carefully considered costume
➢A timeline of events (spoilers are allowed)
➢A map of where the story takes place
➢A collage of one of the most significant settings in the book
➢A letter to another character from the book
➢A playlist of the music that the character  in the book would listen to
➢20 questions your audience can ask you
➢Small give-aways for people who ask questions















The Rules:

The competition runs from the first day of term. Books read prior to this, 
or books that had already been started do not count. 

Only the word count of completed novels count

All students must contribute by reading a novel. Unless all students in
the class complete one book, the class is disqualified.

No student could read more than four books. This rule was put in place 
to stop the responsibility of the class’ success falling to just a few 
individuals. To counteract the possibility of students stopping reading 
after their four books, there was also an individual class prize based on 
each child’s reading through the term



Where possible, word counts were taken from the following website 
http://www.arbookfind.com.au. This accounted for probably 75% of the 
adolescent books read. All others were calculated on the average 
number of words on a page times the number of pages - not perfect, 
but close!

Subject teachers may contribute to the word count, reading one book 
for the class total - it is up to the students to approach their teachers 
and this was a resounding success! Some ingenious students 
approached our school principal, who was a willing participant.

Winners were awarded a Fish ’n’ Chip lunch in celebration

http://www.arbookfind.com.au
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